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conscious that on the whole the tide was beginning
to turn against him, or even of an adversary who
realised that although he had no fear of
Language of   being beaten,  nevertheless,  if the   War
a conqueror     continued both parties in the 9 end would
be ruined.     It was rather in the nature of
an overture from a Power conscious of the unbreak-
able strength of its armies, boasting of a succession of
resounding triumphs against its enemies and of its
ability to hold its own in future against every effort to
dislodge its grip on the vast territories it had conquered,
but anxious to cast upon its enemies the responsibility
for  prolonging  the   War.    German  statesmanship,
which   was   entirely   under   military   control   and
direction, had three objects in view when it launched
this peace offensive.    The first was to reconcile that
part of the German population who were
Objects of the beginning to feel that brilliant victories
German Note   without   number   brought   nothing   but
heavier     burdens,     more     and     more
privations, and mounting casualties to the triumphant
Fatherland.    It was necessary to convince these that
ultimate  victory  was   the   only   alternative   to   an
unsatisfying  peace.    The  second  was  to  persuade
neutral countries which were becoming increasingly
hostile  to  Germany  and   also  the  people  behind
the Governments of belligerent countries, that the
prolongation of the War was due entirely to the
bloodthirsty stubbornness and insatiable ambition of
Allied Governments,    The third was to enter into
peace  negotiations whilst military conditions were
more favourable to Germany than to the Allies, the
German Armies being quartered in Allied territory
and on the whole having beaten off the assaults made
on their positions there on every front.